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10th century Kadamba inscription written
in Kannada and Sanskrit found in Goa

The Hindu Bureau
MANGALURU

An inscription written in
Kannada and Sanskrit and
said to be of 10th century
A.D. Kadamba period has
been discovered in the Ma-
hadeva temple at Cacoda
in southern Goa.

T. Murugeshi, a retired
associate professor of an-
cient history and archaeol-
ogy, Mulki Sundar Ram
Shetty College, Shirva in
Udupi district, studied the
inscription. According to
Mr. Murugeshi, its epi-
graph is engraved in Kan-

nada and Nagari
characters.
He states: “... The in-

scription opens with an
auspicious saying ‘be it

well” (Swasthi Shri), and re-
cords that when Talara Ne-
vayya was administering
the mandala, his son Gun-
dayya having taken a vow
tor fulfil his father’s desire
of capturing a gopura of
the port of Goa, fought and
died after fulfilling his fath-
er’s wish. Very interesting-
ly, the record is composed
as a vocal statement on the
death of his son from the
mouth of a lamenting fath-
er. It is in the literary style
of Talangre inscription of
Jayasimha 1 of the same
period...”

Mr. Murugeshi said that
the Kadambas of Goa were
the subordinates of Chalu-
kyas of Kalyana. Chalu-
kyan emperor Tailapa Il
appuointed Kadamba Shas-

thadeva as mahamanda-
leshwara of Goa for his
help in overthrowing the
Rashtrakutas. Kadamba
Shasthadeva conquered
the city of Chandavara
from the Shilaharas in 960
A.D. Later, he conquered
the port of Gopakapattana
(present Goa). Gundayya,
the son of Talara Nevayya,
may have participated in
this battle, and won the
port at the cost of his life.
His father may have
erected a memorial stone
with the inscription in the
temple of Mahadev of Ca-
coda to commemorate the
heroic fight of his son.
Rajendra Kerkar, an en-
vironmentalist of Goa,
found the inscription and
informed Mr. Murugeshi.

- y 1o s
An inscription found in the
Mahadeva temple at Cacoda
in southern Goa.
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Changes in Navy’s top deck:
Dinesh K. Tripathi is new
Vice-Chief of Naval Staff

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Vice-Admiral Dinesh K. Tri-
pathi took over as the Vice-
Chief of the Naval Staff
(VCNS) on Thursday. A day
before, Vice-Admiral San-
jay Jasjit Singh took owver
from him the responsibili-
ty of Flag Officer Com-

manding-in-Chief (FO-
CINC), Western  Naval
Command, at INS Shikra in
Mumbsi.

The Chief of the Naval
Staff, Admiral B. Hari Ku-
miar, is set to step down on
superannuation on April
30 when Vice-Admiral Tri-
pathi will be the senior-
maost Naval officer. All
three Services will get new
Chiefs this year. In another
change, Vice-Admiral V.
Srinivas took over as 30th
FOCINC of the Southern
Maval Command in a cere-
monial parade at the Naval
Base in Kochi on Decem-
ber 31. He replaced Vice-
Admiral M. A. Hampiholi,
who retired after close to

Vice Admiral Dinesh. K. Tripathi
exchanges greetings with the
MNawy officers on Thursday. ani

four decades in the Navy.
An alumnus of Sainik
School, Rewa, and Nation-
al Defence Academy, Kha-
dakwasla, Vice-Admiral
Tripathi was commis-
sioned into the Navy on Ju-
ly 1, 1985. A communica-
tion and electronic warfare
specialist, on promotion to
the rank of Vice-Admiral in
June 2019, he was appoint-
ed Commandant of the In-
dian Naval Academy at Ez-
himala, Kerala, and served
as Director-General of Na-
val Operations from July
2020 to May 2021. Later,

from June 2021 to February
2023, he served as the
Chief of Personnel.

Before taking over as the
FOCINC, Vice-Admiral
Singh served as the VCNS
at Naval Headquarters. He
was commissioned in 1986
into the Executive Branch
of the Navy.

Among other appoint-
ments, Vice-Admiral Kiran
Deshmukh assumned
charge as the Chief of Mate-
riel (COM).

In the Army, Lt. General
R.C. Tiwari assumed
charge as the General Offic-
er Commanding-in-Chief of
the Eastern Command on
January 1.

Lt. Gen. Navin Sachdeva
took over the Command of
the White Knight Corps
from Lt. Gen. Sandeep
Jain. Lt. Gen. Nagendra
Singh assumed the com-
mand of the Chetak corps.
Lt. Gen. Prit Pal Singh as-
sumed the command of
the Sudarshan Chakra
Corps from Lt. Gen. Vipul
Shinghal.
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ISRO to perform crucial
manoeuvre tOmorrow to
bind Aditya-Ll1 into L1 orbit

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

With the Aditya-L1 space-
craft expected to reach the
Lagrangian Point (L1) on
Saturday, the Indian Space
Research Organisation (IS-
RO) will attempt a crucial
manoeuvre to bind the
spacecraft to an orbit
around LL

Aditya-Ll, the first In-
dian space-based observa-
tory to study the sun, was
launched on September 2,
2023 from the Satish Dha-
wan Space Centre in Sriha-
rikota. Subsequently, ISRO
Telemetry Tracking and
Command Network (IS-
TRAC) in Bengaluru car-
ried out four earth-bound
manoeuvres between Sep-
tember 3 and 15 last year.

L1 is about L5 million
km from earth and the dis-
tance of L1 from the planet
is approximately 1% of the
earth-sun distance.

Around 4 p.m. on Satur-
day, ISRO scientists and en-
gineers from the Mission
Operations Complex of IS-
TRAC will perform the cru-
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cial manoeuvre which will
bind Aditya-L1 to an orbit
around LI

The propulsion system
of the spacecraft compris-
es the 440 Newton Liquid
Apogee Motor (LAM) en-
gine plus eight 22 Newton
thrusters and four 10 New-
ton thrusters which will be
intermittently fired to per-
form the manoeuvre.

According to the agency,
a satellite placed in the ha-
lo orbit around the LI point
has the major advantage of
continuously viewing the
sun without any occulta-
tion/eclipse. This will pro-

vide a greater advantage of
observing the solar activi-
ties continuously.

Aditya-L1 carries seven
payloads to observe the
photosphere, chromosph-
ere, and the outermost
layers of the sun (the coro-
na) using electromagnetic
and particle detectors.

Using the special van-
tage point of L1, four pay-
loads will directly view the
Sun and the remaining
three payloads will carry
out in-situ studies of parti-
cles and fields at the L1.

Aditya-LI has a mission
life of five years.
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New antibiotic could
target drug-resistant
bacterium: scientists

The Hindu Burean
CHENNAIL

Researchers have identi-
fied a new class of antibiot-
ics with the potential to
tackle a drug-resistant bac-
terium, Acinetobacter bau-
mannii. Zosurabalpin, the
antibiotic, was found to be
effective against CRAB (car-
bapenem-resistant Acine-
tobacter  baumannii-in-
duced pneumonia and
sepsis in mouse models.

Writing in Nature, Zam-
paloni et al and Pahil et al
reported the identification
and analysis of the anti-
biotic zosurabalpin that
can kill Acinetobacter bau-
mannii, antibiotic-resistant
strains of which are hard to
treat in the dinic,

Precise work

Dr. Zampaloni and col-
leagues identified a teth-
ered macrocyclic peptide
(MCP) that selectively kills
A, baumannii. The com-
pound was further opti-
mised for efficacy and tol-
erahility, and the
fine-tuning culminated-in
zosurabalpin, a drug can-
didate.

In an article, Morgan K.
Gugger and Paul ]. Hergen-
rother, Department of Che-
mistry, University of Illi-
nois at Urbana-
Champaign, wrote that co-
pious evidence provided
by Zampaloni et al indi-
cates that the antibiotic
kills A. baumannii through
a previously unknown
maode of action. [t inhibits a
key process, transport of
the molecule lipopolysac-
charide (LPS), by inhibiting
a complex of proteins. This
complex was essential for
transporting LPS to the
bacterial surface to create
the outer-membrane struc-
ture of Gram-negative bac-
teria. Zosurabalpin blocks
LPS transport, and the ab-
normal build-up of LPS in
the cell kills the bacterium.

“It was effective against
more than 100 CRAB clini-
cal samples tested in the
laboratory and it consider-
ably reduced the levels of
bacteria in mice with
CRAB-induced pneumonia
and prevented the death of
mice with a CRAB-induced
abnormal - immune res-
ponse called sepsis,” the
article said)

Shielding SEBI
SC should have pushed it o do mone
while not reviewing policy actions

he Supreme Court of Indias ruling on a

hatch of petitions, Gled in the wake of a

LLS.-hased short sellers allegations of
malieasance induding siock price manipulation
at the Adani group of compamies, has squarnely
tomsed the ball back to the markets regulator's
court. The Court has opted to subondinate peti-
tiomers” entreaties io protect langer public inter-
est o s chariness o substitube “its own wisdom
aver the regulatory polices” of the Seoarities and
Exchamge Board of India. In its 46-page onder, the
Bench headed by Chief fustice of India DUY. Chan-
drachud is emphatic in observing that “SER has
prime facie conducted a comprehensive imest-
gation” that *nspires confidence”, and that “the
facts of this case do not warrant a transfer of in-
vestigation from SEBI™ given that *prima Ricie no
defiberate maction or inadequacy™ was found in
the regulaior’s condwct of its probe. Strikingly,
the Bench has completely skinted the fundamen-
tal questions that the Court-appointed Expert
Committees in its May 2023 report had opted to
leanve as a1 'matter between SEB] and the Court® -
the determination of poskible viokifons pertain-
ing to mimimmum public shareholding and related
party transactioms. The Bench has instead seined
upon proyers urging the Couart to direct SERI to
revoke its amendments to the Foreign Portfolio
Irvesstors Regulations and Listing ObligaSons and
Disclosure Requirements — amendments that
were at the heart of petitioners” submissions of
regulatary Eailure — and roundby denied them on
grounds that there was neither “any illegality®,
mor were the norms *capricious, arbitrry o vio-
itive of the Constitution”.

The: ruling burs aleo done Litle o assoge imes-
tors” concerns about SEBIs approach to getting
o the battom of the allegations mised by Hinden-
burg Ressarch in its January 2003 repart. With-
out elaboration on any of the regukibor’s findings,
the Court has blandly observed that “SEE] has
completed 27 oot of the 24 investigations into the
Adani group® and that completion of the: remain-
ing two “are pending due to inpats being awaited
from Fareign regulators™. The Bench has directed
SER] b0 complede these "expeditioushy”. While
the Court's reluctance to review the policy ac-
tions of a “specialised regulator’ & understanda-
ble, the decision to leave the crucial question of
SEBI's perceived tandiness in investigating allega-
tions of corporate malfeacnce and market ma-
mipubstiom by a kirge conglomerate back o the re-
mit af the very same watchdog hints at a degree
of judicial abstinence that may oaly undermine
the larger public good. The Court is surely aware
af past instances where it has found SER] wanting
in alcrity af enforcement, a facet fagged by the
experts” panel appaointed in this cese as well. AF
terall, “justice must not onby be done, bt i must
akso be seen b0 be done'.
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Terror in Iran
Lram shouilbd not walk imto the web of
provocations sel by is rivals

hee twim blasts in the southessbern lramian
T city of Kerman at 2 memaorial for Qassem
Soleimani, the Quds Force commanider
whom the LLE. assisinoted in Baghdad in Jame-
ary M0, expose the ssourity valnerabilities of
the lmnian regime at a time when condlicts are
spreading in West Asia. At least 84 were killed in
the worst terror aftack in the lamic Republic's
histary. Soleimani. the brain behind the slamic
Revohitivnary Guards Corps’ (IRGC) overse:s op-
eratioms, had enjoyed cult status when alive, and
became a symbal of an embattled regime's res-
lience over the past four years. While lran’s lead-
ers called it a terrorist attack bt stopped short of
blaming amyone, mid-rung oficials said the res-
ponsibility for the attack “lies with the LS. and
the Zicnist entity”. However, on Thursday, the [s-
Tamic Seate (15} claimed respomsdbility. For the B,
Soledimani was a sworn enemy as he had mobil
ised Shia millitias to fight the 15 in Syria and Ing.
These groups played a role in the urban battles in
Irany during 2018-19 that sxw the destruction of
the physical structures of the IS Caliphate. The
group kst its prodo state but sorvived as a termo-
rist entity in parts of lag, Syria and Afghanistan,
For lran, the attack has come at a precarious
mament when tensions are rising in West Asia.
The Kerman memorial event was bombed a day
after a sendor Hamas leader was killed in Beinat in
a dirone strike, for which Lebanese official have
blamed lsrael. Hexbollah, which has been engag-
ing, keraedi troops in a Emited way since October 7,
has voseed retaliation. On December 25, an Braeli
strike in Syria killed Seyyed Razi Mowsavi, a o
niar IRGE adviser. lsrael, whase ongoing attack
an Gara has already killed at least X2 (KK people,
seens neady to take more risks even at the oost of
regiomal escalbation, while in the Red Sea, Imn-
backed Houthi rebels of Yemen have been repeat-
edly attacking commercial vessels since late No-
vember. Pro-iran Shiz militis have targeted LS.
troops in Irag and Syria since Ociober 7, and on
Thursday, aLLS, strike in Irag killed a Shia militia
comminder. The lsrpel-Hamas war is no longer
about just lsrael and Hamas. It has put the whole
regiom in a ring of fire. As chaos spreads the 15
seems bo have found am opportunity o strike its
old ememy which is under pressure. The attack
should serve as a warning to Ian and s dvals. If
chacs and instability spread it would be a boon
for jibadists. This calls for a de-escalation of the
current regional orisis. Iran, on the other side,
should not walk into the web of prowocations set
by its rhvals. It should show restraint and fooos on
strengthening internal security.
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‘India’s heavy digital footprint
makes it attractive to cybercrooks’

Mini Tejaswi in online protection, fore-
BENGALURL cast that in 2024 the global

excitement  around the
With a population of over Obympic Games will be-
1.4 billion and a rapidly ex- come a breeding

. India's

bercriminals seeking to ex event, targeting fans who
ploit vulnerabilities, are eager to buy tickets,
warned a group of cyber book travel, access hot
security providers. content, anx participate in
Data breaches would  Chinks in armour: Huge population and fastexpanding economy gveaways.
skyrocket in 2024, there  makes India vneabio to such Incidents. G2 TTY IMAGESISTOOK “As Al continues to low-
would be continued accel- er the barrier to cyber-
eration in ransomware ac- Rohan Vailya, regional  most every sector” crime ushers in a new
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